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15 Februa9 1859

Holland, Michigan

At a consistory meeting of the First Reformed Church at which Elder J. Labots presided because
the pastor, Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte, was absent with notice. Gerrit Wakker served as clerk.
The consistory decided that 75 cents a week was sufficient for the care of an orphan child by a
family of the church. The foster parents asked for $1.25 a week. The carpenters who built the
church are asking for interest on the amount owed them by the congregation. Wakker was
assigned the task of catechising in the absence of the pastor.
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original located in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church in the Joint Archives of
Holland, vol. II, pp. 89-91.
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the child could be cared for and nurtured. The matter was referred to the deacons.
ARTICLE 10— G. van Putten, on behalf of the contractors, request half of the monies
received for the building of the church. It was proposed to request payment of the as-yet
unpaid rental on the pews, and to request others who have loaned money to lengthen the
period of our credit, in an effort to satisfy van Putten. Otherwise, it will be necessary to
summon the congregation to a meeting to discuss this matter.
ARTICLE 11 — The committee for carpenter work in the church reports that the work has
been finished, and that the carpenters desire a statement of indebtedness. This was
received for information and approved.
ARTICLE 12 — The president informs the assembly that it is his intention in about three
weeks to go to Pella.
The meeting was closed with prayer by te Roller.

A. C..van Raalte
G. Wakker
Consistory Meeting of February 15, 1859
Absent: Brothers Ploeg and Plugger, and, with notice, the Rev. A. C. van Raalte.
The meeting was opened by Brother Apeldoorn.
ARTICLE 1 — Due to the absence of the president, A. C. van Raalte, Brother Labots was
chosen to preside.
ARTICLE 2— Georg Deur and Annigje Deur, nee van den Berg, request admission to
membership in the congregation. After their profession of faith was accepted, they were
permitted to come to the table of the Lord.
ARTICLE 3 — Also present was Brother Kamper. He indicates that he feels accused by
Brother Kroon, whom he had expected to be here. The charge was unrighteous, godless
oppression, etc. After giving some further information of the situation, he asks that the
consistory would require of the accuser that he must prove the charges made. The
consistory judges that the accusers should have been here and decides that the accusers
and the accused, with witnesses, will meet together with the consistory on Friday
evening, at 6 o'clock, February 18. Brothers Hekhuis, Apeldoorn, and Wilterdink accept
the assignment
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to notify and to invite the persons involved.
ARTICLE 4— The minutes were read and approved.
ARTICLE 5 — Brother Broek reports that the cousin of Boonstra has indicated that she, if
the deacons are unable to give support for the motherless child, has taken under her wing,
and will continue to care for the child, but from now on, she would not be able to decide
to take additional children. The consistory decides that, although these members have
dropped their request for $1.25 per week, and made evident their concern for the child,
they ought to at least receive $.75 per week. The payment is to be retroactive to the time
that she had taken the child, for foster care. If necessary, some clothing will also be
provided. The deacons de Vries and te Roller were assigned to visit these people, in
harmony with their calling, and given power to act.
ARTICLE 6 — The carpenters, who are requesting payment of our debt, request via
Brother te Roller a different note of indebtedness, namely, one that includes a statement
•that the interest will begin a year earlier than originally stated, and will begin from the
date the work was completed. Moreover, they desire that the accumulated interest,
beginning from the date of agreement, be included in the sum. Hence, they are
requesting interest on interest. The assembly judges that such greediness in the
congregation can never, be accommodated, and decides to stay with the original contract.
ARTICLE 7 — The request of van Putten for payment of debt was discussed, because we
know of no way to accomplish this purpose. It was decided that Brother Wakker and de
Vries attempt to loan $100.00 at interest of 7%, or, if necessary, of 10%.
ARTICLE 8 — The question of teachers for catechism in the absence of the pastor was
placed on the table. Brother Labots indicated that he has been unable to take the classes,
but declares himself available, although there will be hindrances in accomplishing the
task. Since it was judged more feasible that one person do this work, it was assigned to
Wakker.
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ARTICLE 9 —The clerk read the membership transfer for H. R. Brouwer to Millpoint. It
was approved. He further informs the meeting that, in discussion with Rev. Oggel, the
following ministers have been assigned, in accordance with classical decision, to conduct
worship services here on Sunday, during the absence of our pastor to Pella. The first will
be Rev. Zwemer on Feburary 20, followed by Rev. Oggel on the 27`11, Nykerk on March
6, van der Meulen on March 13, and then the series will begin again.
ARTICLE 10— There was a discussion concerning J. Steffens and wife, who have left
here and live in another area, without asking for their membership papers to the
congregation in their vicinity. They are still listed as members on our books, and for a
long time have been guilty of grievous sins. The question is asked as to what we should
do with these members.
The great distance from here makes a visit extremely difficult. Their deviant and
indifferent behavior contributes to the problem. There is a discussion concerning what
connection these people still have with our church, because they are still listed as
members, which ought not to be the case. Differing opinions are expressed, but there is
unanimous agreement that this difficult situation is deplorable. If, in the past, better
attention had been paid to the proper procedure, it would have been better. Some judged
that each of us individually must do our best to exercise our Christian duty in future
cases. The majority judged that we are now no longer able to make this an ecclesiastical
question, since so much time has gone by. Rumors concerning thievery were alluded to.
In general, it was decided that we must more carefully handle situations when people
move away, and the desire was expressed that, at the next meeting of classis, we should
ask for a common rule concerning departing individuals who do not ask for transfer of
membership.
The meeting was closed with prayer by Brother Broek.
J. Labots
G. Wakker

